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During a botanical exploration in Courtallam, Tiru- 
nelveli District of Madras State in December 1957, a 
small population of Utricularia was noticed in marshy 
places near Main Falls. A number of specimens were 
collected and examined and it was found that this taxon 
has not been described or mentioned in any of the floras 
of India. The specimens were sent to the Kew Herbarium 
who in turn after comparing with the type specimen in 
Museum of Natural History, Paris identified it as 
U. lilliput Pellegrin. The original description of this 
species by Pellegrin (1920) agrees very well with the 
present specimens. It is interesting to find that this 
species was described by Pellegrin (loc. cit.) based on 
specimens from Tonkin, Tho-mat in Indo-China and it 
has not yet been reported from any other locality so far. 
This taxon is thus a new record for India. Among the 
Indian species of Utricularia this species comes very near 
to U. ulginosa Vahl, from which it differs in the follow¬ 
ing features: 


Utricularia lilliput 
Pellegrin 

1. Scapes G.8-2.5 cm. high 

2. Scapes 1-3-flowered 

3. Sepals suborbicular, ob¬ 
tuse, 5-nerved 

4. Corolla pinkish-red 

5. Limb of lower lip of 
corolla bent down and 
covering spur on its 
upper part 

6. Spur blunt at apex 


Utricularia uliginosa 
Vahl 

1. Scapes 5-15 cm. high 

2. Scapes 3-8-flowered 

3. Sepals ovate, acute, 
many nerved 

4. Corolla bluish-purple 

5. Limb of lower lip of 
corolla horizontal, not 
covering the spur 

6. Spur pointed at apex 


Utricularia lilliput Pellegrin, Bull. Mus. Hist. Nat. Paris, 

26:181, 1920. 

Terrestrial, rooted herb ; bladders very few on roots; 
leaves not known ; scape slender, capillary, erect, simple 
or rarely branched, 0.8-2.5 mm. high ; flowers 1-3, erect, 
2-3 mm. long, pedicel very short; bracts and bracteoles 
sessile, scaly, ovate, acute, attached by base ; calyx two¬ 
lipped, accrescent, lobes entire, suborbicular, obtuse, 
5-nerved, nearly 1 mm. long ; corolla pinkish-red, bila¬ 
biate, upper lip entire, oblong, obtuse, 1.0-1.5 mm. long, 
slightly above the calyx ; lower lip larger, spurred ; the 
limb bent down, covering the spur on its upper part; 
spur funnel-shaped, straight, blunt, 1.5-2.0 mm. long, 
epidermal cells microscopically tuberculate, inner wall 
glandular ; gland with a unicellular stalk supporting 4-8 
peltately arranged glandular cells ; stamens two, dorsi- 
fixed, filaments small, epipetalous, bent towards ovary ; 
anthers divaricate, 2-celled, cells transversely confluent, 
longitudinally dehiscing; pollen grains globose, 20-25/* 
in diameter; ovary sessile, subglobose, one-celled; 
ovules many on free central placenta : style short; stigma 
unequally two-lobed ; fruit a capsule, on erect pedicels, 
1-2 mm. long, included in persistent sepals ; seeds many, 
minute, ovoid, subglobose, 200-280/* in diameter, testa 
with subhexagonal scrobiculate areoles (Figs. 1-14). 

Main Falls, Courtallam, Tirunelveli District, Madras 
State, 433 m., 19-12-1957, K. Subramanyam 5035. 
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. . Uiricularia Ullipui Pellegrin 

Figs. 1-2. habit x 5 ; Fig. 3. bracts x 40; Fig. 4. flower x 15 ; Fig. 5. upper lip of calyx x 20; 
x-ig. o. tower up ui caiyx x ^0; Fig. 7. upper lip of corolla x 20; Fig. 8. lower lip of corolla 
with spur x 20; Fig. 9. surface view of gland of inner wall of spur x 100 ; Fig. 10. stamens x 40 * 
Fig. 11. l.s. of ovary x40; Fig. 12. fruit with persistent calyx x20; Fig. 13. fruit with one 
calyx lobe opened x 20; Fig. 14. seed x 100. 




